
This article from Greg Roberts ZS1BI was published  in the AMSAT-US Journal 
ORBIT in March 1980. At the end I added some pictures of his station setup and how it 
evolved over time to become more and more sophisticated. It includes some pictures of 
the operator and his friends listening to: 

 



 



 



 
 

The first picture shows Greg Roberts ZS1BI very simple radio tracking setup around 
about 1964, which was in his apartment. This picture shows Art Arnold ZS5SU (sitting 
in the front) and Greg Roberts ZS1BI (standing in the back) shortly after they met first 
time and became friends. 

 



 
The second picture shows the radio tracking setup around about 1967. This was called 
the Durban Satellite Tracking Station and was situated at the home of Art Arnold, 
where Art and Greg also had several telescopes set up for visual tracking. The people 
are from left to right: Art Arnold ZS5SU, Walter Scott who assisted them from time to 
time and Greg Roberts ZS1BI. 

 

 
 

The next pictures show the excellent receiver setup as well as his impressive antenna 
system which he used around 1975-1978.  

 

    


